ShuffleNews 6/2/2008

As was mentioned in the last “ShuffleNews”, we participated in a huge Battle of the Bands on May 31st in Jasper, GA., for the opportunity to be an opening act at the Licks N Sticks concert later this summer

Well, we did all you ShuffleHeads proud. 

The cry to Battle (…of the Bands that is) was heard, and we marched forth onto the field of contest with confidence. The competition was tight, with nearly 25 very good bands. We were 8th in the lineup to mount the stage for a blistering 20 minute set. When the dust settled at the end of the evening, we emerged… VICTORIOUS!!

We are thrilled to have been chosen as the 3rd of 4 acts to open for The Marshall Tucker Band, The Georgia Satellites, Atlanta Rhythm Section and Jimmie Van Zant at Dive Haven in White, GA on July 26th.

Let me tell you a little about how these Battles work…

Each band is given 30 minutes to set up, tune up and GO, which means there are no warm up songs or sound checks, so you go on stage cold and nervous. You have carefully timed your set list in rehearsal, but inevitably you change it up at the last minute after you get a feel for the audience, so all the carefully practiced set order goes out the window. You get up on stage in front of an audience with high expectations, and judges with low ones, and you give it your best shot.

1st song was a little mechanical, second song a little better, then Roger decides to deviate from the (twice revised) set list and we launch into a new song called “Fishin’ Hole”. I’m thinking for a second “Where’s the ejection seat button?”, but Roger’s judgment in these matters is well trusted by his ShuffleBrothers.

Now “Fishin’ Hole”, for those who haven’t heard it, is a real dirty “jam” song that stays in the same key most of the way through (with a surprise twist, but you’re gonna have to come hear it for yourself). One of the beautiful things about of the song is that it gives Roger a chance to absolutely BURN DOWN THE FREAKIN’ HOUSE on a mid-song guitar solo. Which is of course, EXACTLY what he proceeded to do, like a man possessed.  So, we play the song well and end it big, and we’re all thinking “OK, that went alright...”

What happened next was a truly classic moment. 

There was about 1 and a half seconds of stunned silence, which to a band pulling out a new song for an audience and judges is akin to 3 hours of walking through the mall wearing no britches, on a cold day. 

And then they erupted. And not just clapping either, but hooting, hollering, screaming “Hell yeah!!”s and such. It was a great moment.

Please make plans to attend the “Licks N Sticks” concert on Saturday July 26th in White, GA (more info on our home page). It’s gonna be a GREAT show!

In other news…next “Shufflejunkies” gig is on Saturday, July 19th at “The Hot Spot” in Dalton, GA, just a quick drive north on I-75. 

This place is THE jumpin’ music joint in North Georgia, with enough funky attitude to keep the night interesting (we all need a little “Road House” now and then). We’re expecting a great audience and a great show. 

Here’s a link to a map:

http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&ie=UTF-8&q=the+hot+spot&near=Dalton,+GA&fb=1&dtab=3&ei=YcldSL7PJ5aArQKwrvCcDw&cid=7310078212516618745&li=lmd&z=14&t=m
Keep comin’ around. We’re just getting’ tuned up…

